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Differentiated Instruction
Understand content progression 
Determine student readiness Determine student readiness 
Differentiate instruction by linking 
t d t  ith i t  students with appropriate 

instruction at their level



Lexiles are like inchesLexiles are like inches…

A universal, accurate 
measurement system
U d    Used to measure a 
student’s current “size” 
and growth over time
Not grade specific -
students come in 
different sizes and grow g
at different rates



The Lexile Framework 
for Readingfor Reading



Big IdeasBig Ideas

The Lexile scale provides a single 
metric for reportingp g

Reader Ability and Text Readability

The Lexile scale is a 
Developmental ScaleDevelopmental Scale



The Lexile Framework for Readingg

An educational tool that links text and 
readers under a common metric - Lexiles
Characterizes reader with a measure and 
text with a measure
Allows educators to forecast the level of Allows educators to forecast the level of 
comprehension a reader is expected to 
experience with a particular textexperience with a particular text



D  h  d  h d h  Does the reader comprehend the 
text because the reader is able, text because the reader is able, 

or because the text is easy?



Lexile Comprehension Modelp

Reader Ability (in Lexiles)Reader Ability (in Lexiles)

- Text Readability (in Lexiles)- Text Readability (in Lexiles)

Forecasted ComprehensionForecasted Comprehension

When RA - TR = 0  Comprehension = 75%75%When RA - TR  0, Comprehension 75%75%



Lexile Comprehension Modelp
Reader Ability - Text Readability = Comprehension

“Targeted” Comprehension = 75%
Independent Readingp g

600L (reader) – 600L (text) = 0 
(75% f t d h i )(75% forecasted comprehension)

Educators can adjust forecasted comprehension by    
changing the text options given to a reader
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Building Reading Ability…g g y

A reader strengthens his/her ability by reading g / y y g
matched text – text that is within his/her Lexile range.
As a reader’s ability increases, comprehension and the 
t t l l h   h   h d itext level he or she can comprehend increases.
While tests help us estimate reading ability, the best 
measure of a reader’s ability is the level of text he/she measure of a reader s ability is the level of text he/she 
can read and comprehend.
Practice reading skills with text a student can 

h dcomprehend.



Limitations of Lexile Measures
What Lexile text measures don’t address

Text Characteristics
Age-appropriateness 
of Content

Reader Characteristics
Interest and Motivation
B k d K l dof Content

Text Support 
Text Quality

Background Knowledge
Reading Context and 
Purpose

Lexile text measures only measure text readability. 
Therefore, input from readers, parents, teachers and Therefore, input from readers, parents, teachers and 
librarians is necessary.



Lexile Framework ComponentsLexile Framework Components
Lexile Map

Ill t t  th
Lexile Analyzer®

id  th
Linking Technology

id  th  Illustrates the
Lexile Scale

provides the
Text Measure

provides the 
Reader Measure

Test of
Reading

Development



Linking g
DIBELS ORF with 

the Lexile Scalethe Lexile Scale



Assessments
DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency
• Winter/Spring, Grades 1 though 3
• Middle passage from benchmark assessment



Assessments
Lexile Linking Test
• Item Formats

• Pictures
• Single-sentence items
• Response-illustrated items

M  di  h i• Measure reading comprehension



E  d  f  h l f   k  Every day after school for a week, 
Pam worked the new ponies in the 
ring. She was very tired. But when 
Pam heard Woolie’s bark early A. safePam heard Woolie s bark early 
Saturday morning, she jumped right 
out of bed anyway. She wanted to 
get her barn chores done early 

B. worried
C. eager 
D. slowget e  ba  c o es do e ea y 

today. This morning and all 
weekend she was going riding with 
her friends.

D. slow

She was _____.



Assessments
Lexile Linking Test
• Number of Items

• Grade 1 (85L): 12 pictures and 25 single-sentence
• Grade 2 (418L): 35 items (including some single-

sentence)
• Grade 3 (474L): 40 items• Grade 3 (474L): 40 items

• Time



Samplep
Two school districts
• Florida, N = 1,094
• West Virginia, N = 582



Results
Lexile Linking Test Results
Grade N Lexile measure Range

1 372 45.62 (300.08) BR to 613( )

2 473 477.24 (233.89) BR to 964

3 466 598 77 (235 18) BR t  10423 466 598.77 (235.18) BR to 1042



Results
Matched Sample Results
Grade N Lexile measure DIBELS ORF

1 363 49.87 (297.94) 52.92 (34.73)( ) ( )

2 438 481.79 (233.88) 91.18 (31.96)

3 407 608 65 (229 04 106 74 (31 39)3 407 608.65 (229.04 106.74 (31.39)



Results
Matched Sample Results
Grade N Correlation Between DIBELS 

ORF and Lexile measure
1 363 .795

2 438 .6872 438 .687

3 407 .664



Results
Matched Sample Results
• Conversion Tables for Grades 1 through 3
• Linking functions to express DIBELS ORF 

scores in the Lexile metric



Resources to Help Implement p p
The Lexile Framework in the 

ClassroomClassroom







Use the Lexile Book Database to:
Determine the Lexile 
measure of a book measure of a book 
(using title, author, 
or ISBN#))
Find books related to 
a topic or theme in a p
targeted Lexile range 
through a Keyword 
SearchSearch







Lexile resources for matching text and reader 

“Find a Book” Web site
• Available free at www.lexile.com/findabook
• Choose good books and maximize comprehension 

with selections based on:
o Student’s interests
o Student’s Lexile range



Use the Lexile Analyzer to:y
Determine the 
readability level of: readability level of: 

• Documents saved as text 
(.txt) files

h d• Teacher-prepared 
materials 

• Scanned documents 
( l d   i h (translated to text with 
optical character recognition 
- OCR - software)

• Text copied from the • Text copied from the 
Internet 





Use Lexile Power Vocabulary™ to:Use Lexile Power Vocabulary to:

Find vocabulary y
development resources, 
games, and tests that 
have been developed for p
80+ Lexiled books 

• Downloadable and printable 
in PDF format

• Titles and levels range from 
Amos and Boris
to Heart of Darkness (410L to 
1190L)1190L)





Lexiles in the 
Classroom



Using Lexiles in the Classroomg
Teachers can use the Lexile measure to:

D l  i di id li d  l  di  li t  Develop individualized or classroom reading lists 
tailored to different measures to provide appropriately 
challenging reading.g g g
Enhance thematic teaching by building a bank of titles at 
varying levels that support the theme, but also allows all 
t d t  t  ti i t  f ll  i  th  th  ith students to participate successfully in the theme with 

material at their own reading level.
Sequence materials by increasing the difficulty of read-Sequence materials by increasing the difficulty of read-
aloud books throughout the year.



Using Lexiles in the Classroomg
Develop a reading folder that goes home with students 
and comes back for weekly review.  Folder might y g
contain:
• a reading list of books within the student’s Lexile 

range
• reports of recent assessments
• a form for parents to record reading that occurs at 

home.



Using Lexiles in the Classroomg
Vary reading difficulty of material to the 
situation:situation:
• Choose texts lower in the student’s Lexile range when 

factors make the reading situation more challenging, g g g,
threatening or unfamiliar. 

• Select texts at or above the student’s range to 
stimulate growth when a topic is of extreme interest to 
a student, or when you will be giving additional 
support such as background teaching or discussion.support such as background teaching or discussion.



Lexiled ClassroomLexiled Classroom
ResourcesResources

Available by Subscription



Use Internet databases to:

Find on-line periodical articles and 
instructional resources by Lexile measure

Build tiered supplemental reading lists Build tiered supplemental reading lists 
on content topics (to support 
differentiated instruction)differentiated instruction)

Support student web-quest activities



Subscriptive Web Resourcesp
NetTrekker
Alexandria

NewsBank
ProquestAlexandria

Ebsco
Follet
G li  O li

Proquest
Questia
Sagebrush
Th G lGrolier Online Thomson-Gale



Consult Your Librarian
Check to see if your school (and/or public) library 
has been Lexiled (and, if so, how to access Lexile 
information about the collection)information about the collection)
Media Specialists are also a good resource. Access to 
Resource Sites such as Grolier and Ebsco.

f l l bOptions for Lexiling a library:
• Use the Lexile Book Database to look up levels: 

• www.Lexile.com/booksearch
• Have parent or student volunteers look up your books!
• Update your MARC Record Database 

• E.g., Follett Software Company’s Find-a-Book Service (Update 
MARC R d T  521)MARC Record Tag 521)

• Similar services are also available through Alexandria, 
Sagebrush and other providers



Use Other Lexile Partner Resources
Scholastic SRI, Reading Counts, Read 180, and 
book catalogs: Reading improvement products g g
based on Lexiles 
EdGate Total Reader: Content reading g
passages used to assess students’ Lexile levels
Achieve3000 KidBiz and TeenBiz: Online 
student periodicals that adapt to students’ 
Lexile levels
Voyager Passport Reading Journeys



Summer Learning Research
Entwisle, Alexander and Olson (1997)
Random sample of 800 Baltimore public school 

Su e  ea g esea c

Random sample of 800 Baltimore public school 
students
Children from families of high- and low-SES made 
equivalent gains on math and reading during the 
school year

• Achievement of students from low income families • Achievement of students from low-income families 
either fell or stagnated during summer



Summer Learning Researchg
James S. Kim (2006)
Project READS randomized field trial
Low-income students made summer 
gains when reading materials were:
• In students’ selected area(s) of interest
• At an appropriate difficulty level

Gains comparable to those made in 
 h lsummer school
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Postsecondary 
Options

Box Plots for Selected Text Collections That Inform
the Transition from High School to Postsecondary Experience

(Percentiles:  5th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 95th)

Options
University (13-14)

(n=100)

Graduate Record Exam
(n=8)

Community College
(n=50)

ns

Citizenship
(n=54)

Workplace
(n=1401)

Te
xt

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

SAT I ACT AP

Military (n=22)

T

High School (11-12)
(n=75)

SAT I, ACT, AP
(n=20)

600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800

Lexile Text Measures



Extrapolated Growth Curve
with Median Postsecondary Text Measures
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Lexiles and Differentiation
Supplement teaching materials to reach 
more students at their Lexile level

• Develop tiered book lists: Use the Lexile Book 
D t b   h l/ it  lib  d Database, your school/community library, and 
online resources to find relevant books at varied 
Lexile levels

• Develop tiered resource lists: Use online 
resources and the Lexile Analyzer to find 
supplementary materials to address topics or supplementary materials to address topics or 
themes in your classroom



Lexiles And Differentiation
I i  L iIncreasing Learning

How can I increase learning/growth for all g/g
students?

• Matched text: Use Lexile matching to engage students 
with accessible text and increase success  with accessible text and increase success. 

• Scaffolding: Provide additional support for students not 
ready for grade-level text demands.
A ibl  i t ti U  th  L il  A l t  • Accessible instructions: Use the Lexile Analyzer to 
check the reading level of teacher-developed materials.

• Tiered assignments/homework differentiated by 
di  U  th  L il  B k D t b  EBSCO  treadiness: Use the Lexile Book Database, EBSCO, etc.



Lexiles And Differentiation 
M i  d C l b ti  G thMeasuring and Celebrating Growth

Assessment: How can I measure improvement in 
students’ reading levels?students  reading levels?

• Use classroom-level assessments (e.g., PASeries, SRI) - along 
with state/district tests - to measure Lexile growth over 
time.time.

Charting Progress: How can I represent and 
communicate improvement?

Develop a classroom Lexile Reading Growth Chart or • Develop a classroom Lexile Reading Growth Chart or 
Lexile Map to communicate where students are and how 
they are progressing. 

Empowerment: How can I involve students and Empowerment: How can I involve students and 
families as partners?

• Use Lexile.com resources to empower students/families.



Contact Information
For more information, contact:

M t M t i  I  bi f @L ilMetaMetrics, Inc.: webinfo@Lexiles.com

Ellie Sanford-Moore
SVP, Research and Development
esanford@Lexile.com; 919.547.3407


